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Fund for Assistance to the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia

2011 Annual Report

Our Mission
The mission of the Fund for Assistance is to support the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia,
specifically, the moralspiritual education of youth, and the support of clergy, abroad and in Russia.

Message from the President
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As 1 reflect on the past year and the worthy causes the Fund for Assistance to the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (FFA) was able to
support, I am full of gratitude to our donor community, to the members of the FFA team, and to the ROCOR clergy and hierarchs who support us
with their prayers. 2011 represented another year of growth for the FFA. Total income increased by 38% (to $980,000) versus 2010, and benevolent
disbursements increased by 25%. However, if one includes funds committed yet not sent by the end of the year, then benevolent disbursements
increased by 111%, making our disbursement ratio (including commitments) a record 89%. Operating expenses increased by 8%, yet as a
percentage of income fell to 16% vs 19% in 2010. I am proud to announce that we held true to our Mission, which is to support the needs of the
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, specifically, via the provision of emergency relief, sponsoring the moral-spiritual education of youth,
and supporting our clergy, in the United States, Russia and abroad.

Emergency Relief

Unfortunately, disasters struck again in 2011. Due to the quick and generous response to our appeal on behalf of the earthquake and tsunami victims
in Japan, we were able to collect and send $51,214 in aid monies to our Orthodox brothers and sisters. We continued to support efforts to rebuild
lives in Haiti, for example, by funding clerics of Haiti’s Orthodox Mission who receive no salary. Closer to home, we were able to respond to
request for help on behalf of a family of 6 who lost everything in the Texas wildfires last September.

Youth

Through your generous support, the FFA has been able to sponsor a wide array of events that support our Youth in preserving Orthodoxy for future
generations. Events included traditional support for the St Herman Youth Conferences in the Eastern, Midwestern and Western dioceses, a “Family
Retreat” in Germany, a Youth Conference in Kursk, Russia, a youth pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and the 12th All-Diaspora Orthodox Youth
Conference in Paris. Regarding this last event, 120 youth participated from 23 dioceses around the world. There is no doubt they left with lasting
friendships and a closer bond to the Church. Please read more about this in the Annual Report. We are pleased to announce we created a $100,000
fund for scholarship and faculty grant programs to strengthen youth education at learning establishments such as the Holy Trinity Seminary in
Jordanville, NY, and the Orthodox Pastoral School of the Mid-American Diocese.

Clergy

As mentioned in my letter to you of last year, the FFA Board recognized we needed to re-focus efforts on Clergy support in 2011. In the last year,
over 53% of our disbursements went to support our clergy and their families. One notable project included raising an appeal on behalf of our fathers
and brothers at the Holy Cross Monastery in Wayne, VA. I was contacted by Gary Dippel, a regular generous donor to the FFA, who alerted me to
their plight. Through commitments from FFA’s general fund and through tremendous response from our donor base, we were able to save the
monastery from potential bankruptcy. Other projects included funding the “Pastoral Resources Program” meant to provide training and resources to
clergy, funding emergency medical support for Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov’s matushka, providing a stipend to allow Fr. Sergio Silva to lead a parish in
Argentina, sponsoring Pastoral Conferences in Miami and Jordanville, and even supporting Fr. Christopher Walusimbi in Uganda. We also created
a fund of $100,000 to provide health insurance for clergy who cannot otherwise afford it. As you see from the scope of activities, the needs and
opportunities to support our clergy are wide and deep, and we hope you continue to donate generously on their behalf. In conclusion, I believe we,
members of the FFA and Orthodox Christians, are part of a cultural and historic global community whose future depends on continued support ,
prayerful and financial, from all who are capable. Our responsibility is to care for our members by helping our churches, our youth, our clergy, and
Orthodox brothers and sisters globally.

Please remember, 100% of your donation is directed to the cause YOU designate. God Bless!

Mark Selawry

President

Fund for Assistance to the

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
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2011 Financial Report 2/14/2012
REVENUE
TOTAL INCOME S 980,056.22
Total Donations 966,286.14
Unrestricted Donations 757,679.93 :
Appeals 96,323.28
Individual Donations 568,000.00
Wills & Estates 93,356.65
Haiti Mission Donations (includes HOFR) 56,327.10
Japanese Earthquake Victims 51,254.04
Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov wife's - Medical Expenses 31,241.80
Clergy Welfare Fund 30,000.47
Youth Ministry Donations 6,374.93
Wild Fire Victims - Russia & Texas 8,181.13
Uganda Mission 6,786.40
Mexican Mission 5,158.80
Chile 2,252.50
Other Specific Needs Donations - Monastaties & Parishes in USA, 11,029.04
Russia,Ukraine,Costa Rica,Holy Land.Needy clergy families.REM,New Zealand Earthquake
Refunds & Deposn Correctlons St. Herman's Youth Conference, 13,770.08
I, IRS refund & Wire Transfer Fee Reversal
DISBURSEMENTS & EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 677,230.52
Benevolent Disbursements 518,532.03
Youth Ministry 122,690.01
Haiti includes HOFR 66,457.00
Clergy 63,852.95
Hermitage of Holly Cross 55,000.00
Japanese Earthquake Victims 51,254.04
AZCC Builder's Inc. - Loan 40,000.00
Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov Medical Expenses 28,521.73
Education & Seminaries 24,812.50
Synod of Bishops 13,140.28
Other Needs - Monastaties & Parishes in USA, Russia, Ukraine, Costa Rica, 52:80352
Chile, Holy Land. Needy clergy families. REM, Synod, Various Conferences & Magazines
Operating Expenses 158,698.49
Fundraising Appeals Expenses 55,152.68
Insurance including Health Insurance 9,715.36
Office Expenses, includes Web site expenses iz hlekaly
Taxes 19,191.05
Wages 58,670.83
Returned Checks 629.00
Bank Fees & Adjustments 2,426.40
2011 NET INCOME (LOSS) $ 302,825.70
Financial Status as of 12/31/2011
Income (Loss) $302,825.70
Balance from 2010 494,642.17 ‘
Interest 1,674.93
AMOUNT FORWARD TO 1/1/12 $799,142.80
In Checking Account $146,577.35
Money Market Accounts 702,108.19
QOutstanding Checks (49,542.74)
ON DEPOSIT AS OF 12/31/11 $799,142.80
NOTES:
1. Account transfers, Last Will $93,331.65 & Wages $6,838.89 reversals were not included in Total Income & Expenses.
2. $20,000.00 from Unrestricted Donations were redesignated to the Haiti HOFR Program.
3. Excess of $11,055.12 collected for Fr. S. Sveshnikov's wife's Medical Expenses redesignated to Emergency Relief Fund.
$11,055.12 includes $8,355.05 refunded by Fr. S. Sveshnikov.
I OW O OX X 3 X OO X XX x>
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Our Missions

Uganda
One of the farthest-flung ROCOR missions is located on Bukasa Island
in Uganda. It is led by Priest Christopher Walusimbi, who is
endeavoring to construct a church in the Russian style and who must
care for not only for the spiritual needs of his flock, but for their
material needs, as well. With generous help from our donors, the FFA
was able to respond to the urgent request for aid from the head of the
Mission, Fr. Christopher, who asked for help for the Mission to build a
new boat and acquire a new motor. The old boat rotted through, and the
motor broke down. The loss of a boat would sound the death knell not
only for the Mission, but also for the island’s many inhabitants, who
survive by farming pigs, chickens, and oranges, which they then sell on
mainland Uganda. Using the allocated funds, Fr. Christopher built a
large new boat, with 7-ton displacement and 40-person capacity. In
addition, Fr. Christopher equipped the
vessel in accordance with standard safety
regulations — all passengers are required
to sit and wear life-preservers, all of
which is meant to prevent a potential
catastrophe, many of which occur on
Lake Victoria, killing dozens annually.
According to Fr. Christopher, he has long
dreamed of building such a boat in order
to help the Mission, its friends, and those
in need, and for 15 years has been slowly
saving money
away in small
amounts out
of his meager
income. “The
boat will not
only Dbenefit
the parish,
but all of the
island’s
inhabitants,”
writes Fr.
Christopher.
Aid to Fr.
Christopher
in turn helps

|
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Pava

Hamm Muccun

Yranpa
Opna w3 Hawbonee ormaneHHbIXx muccuit PIIL[3 pacmonaraercst Ha o.
bykaca B VYrauge. Ee BosrnmaBnser uepeit Xpucrodop BamycumoOwu,
KOTOPBII CTPOUT LEPKOBb B PYCCKOM CTHIIe M 3a00THTCS HE TOJIBKO O
JyXOBHBIX, HO M MaTepHANbHBIX HY)XJaX CBOeH macTBel. braromaps
meapoil noaaepikke okeprBopatenedd, II® ynamoce OTBETUTH Ha
CpouHYyI0 MpockOy 0. Xpucrodopa MOMOYb MUCCHH MOCTPOUTH HOBYIO
JIOAKY ¥ mproOpecTy HOBBIH MoTOp. CTapas J10[Kka MUCCHH MPOTHUIIA, a
MOTOp BbIIIEN U3 cTpost. OTCYTCTBHE JIOAKH MOANUCANIO Obl CMEPTHBIN
NPUroOBOP HE TOJBKO CaMOW MHCCHH, HO M MHOTHM JKUTENSIM OCTPOBA,
KOTOpBIE BHDKMBAIOT, Pa3BO/is HAa MPOAAXKY CBMHEH M Kyp, U BbIpalluBas
anesnbCHHbI, KOTOPhIE OHH MPOJAIOT HAa MaTePUKOBOM yacTH Yranasl. Ha
BBIJIEJICHHbIE CpeacTBA 0. XPUCTO(GOpP MOCTPOMI HOBYIO OOJBIIYIO
JI0IKy, BOJOM3MEIIeHHeM 7 TOHH, BMecTHMOCThIO 40 uenmoBek. Kpome
TOro, 0. Xpucrodop
OCHACTHII CYZHO
COIJIaCHO TpaBHIIAM
Ge3omacHOCTH — BCe
MacCaKupbl 00s3aHbI
CHIETh M HajeBaTh
criacaTesbHbIe
JKHJIETBI, 4TO
JIOJDKHO
NPeJOTBPATHTD
YyacTele Ha o03epe
Bukropus
HeCYacTHbIE CIyyau,
B KOTOPBIX
€XKerogHo  TUOHYT
necatku monei. Ilo

]
. Xpucrodopa, OH

™ yK€ JaBHO MedTal
MOCTPOUTH TAKyH JIOJKY, 4TOObI MOMOrath
MHCCUH, OMKHUM ¥ HY>XJAIOIUMCS, W B
Te4eHUe 15 5eT NOTHXOHBKY OTKJIaAbIBajl
TPOLIM M3 CBOEro KPOLIEYHOrO JOXOJa.
«Jlogka mpHUHECET JOXOJ He TOJBKO MPHXOAIY,
HO W BCEM JKHMTEISM OCTPOBa», IHUIIET O.
Xpucrodop. Ilomomps o. Xpucrohopy
nomMoraer pacnpoctpaneHuto [IpaBociaBHOI

to spread the
Orthodox Faith the utmost (and least expected) corners of the earth.

Haiti

The schools destroyed by the 2010 earthquake have yet to be restored
due to a lack of funds, and in many places, classes are still held
outdoors. At the request of Haiti’s clergy, the FFA allocated funds to
pay the teachers’ salaries, as well as to purchase textbooks and other
necessary school materials. The clerics of Haiti’s Orthodox Mission
receive no salary, while the parishioners are so poor that they cannot
help their own clergy. For 12 months, the FFA has done its part by
supporting several readers and several families through the Haitian
Orthodox Family Relief program.

Support for ROCOR’s Orthodox Educational Institutions

The Pastoral School of Chicago

The Fund for Assistance allocated $10,000 to the Pastoral School of the
Diocese of Chicago. The Diocesan Pastoral School offers Orthodox
Christians an opportunity to receive a higher education in theology,
long-distance. The grant is part of a program helping clergy, and is
designed to assist ROCOR’s neediest clerics, as well as to provide
continued education for the clergy. The allocated moneys were spend
on five scholarships (in the amount of $1,800), and two stipends for
professors ($500 each), most of whom work for free.
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BEpbl B CaMbIX OTJAJICHHBIX M HEOXXUJAHHBIX
00J1acTsaX CBeTa.

T'antn

IIkonsl, pa3pymeHHsle 3emuerpsiceHueM 2010 r., mo cux mop He
BOCCTAHOBJICHbl M3-3a OTCYTCTBHS CPEACTB, M BO MHOIMX MecCTax
3aHATHs MPOBOJATCS Ha yJHIe noj HaBecoM. [1o mpocsbe AyxoBeHCTBa
lautn, [1® Bblmenusn cpeacTBa Ha 3apIulaTy YUYHMTENsIM, a TakkKe Ha
MOKYNKy y4eOHMKOB ¥  IIKOJNBHBIX HpHHAMIexKHOCTeH. Kimp
npaBoC/aBHON MuccuM B ['aWTH He MoyyaeT 3apIuiaThl, a MPUXOXKaHE
HACTOJBKO O€/HBI, YTO HE MMEIOT BO3MOXKHOCTH IOMOraTh CBOEMY
nyxoseHcTBy. Ha mporsikenme 12 wmecsues, II® BHocun nenty 3a
HECKOJIbKMX YTEIIOB U HECKOJIbKO CeMeil B pamkax nporpamwmsl Haitian
Orthodox Family Relief.

IMoanep:xka npaBoc/IaBHBIX y4eOHbIX 3aBeaennii PITI3

IMacreipckas mkosa CpeaHe-AMepHKAHCKOH enapXxun

IMacTeipckasi IIKOJNA MPEOCTABISET IMPABOCIABHBIM  XPHCTHAHAM
BO3MO)KHOCTb TOJyYHTh BBICIIEEe OGOrociioBCckoe 00pa3oBaHHME 3a04HO.
[1® Bemenun mkone 10 000 mosutapoB. Cymma Oblia moTpaveHa Ha S
cTyfeHdeckux cruneHauii (mo 1800 pommapoB) w mocobus mis
npenofasareneit (mo 500 nomrapoB), OONBIIMHCTBO M3 KOTOPBIX
paboTaeT GecriaTHO.
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St. John of San Francisco Orthodox Academy

This Russian Orthodox non-profit K-12 school is the only full-time
educational institution of its kind in ROCOR. The FFA allocated
$5,000 to the school, which was faced a severe budget deficit.

Youth
One of the greatest challenges facing the Russian Orthodox Diaspora is
the isolation of the youth. Many young people stop attending church,
feeling themselves unneeded; in school or at college, they often have
no Orthodox
friends, and they
frequently feel as
though their
religion isolates
them from their
peers. A common
question asked by
the youth at
conferences is,
“What do I do if I
am  completely
alone?”

Interaction ~ with
Orthodox  peers
not only reassures
our children and
inspires them to
remain in the
Church, but also
encourages them

to invite their
friends as well.
Orthodox  youth

events help our youth form firm
relationships among their Orthodox
peers, helping them find necessary
support and a feeling of belonging
to a global Orthodox community, as
well as actively participate in
missionary projects. This year, the
FFA helped sponsor several youth
events, including the 12th All-
Diasporan Orthodox Youth
Conference in Paris. 150 people
took part in the event, of whom 120
were youth representatives from 23

Axanevns cBat. Moanna Illanxaiickoro B Can-®pannucko

Orta Pycckas IlpaBocnaBHas HekoMMepueckas oO0iieoOpasoBaTesnbHas
IIKOJIA SIBJISIETCS] €IMHCTBEHHBIM TTOJHOHEBHBIM yYEOHBIM 3aBEJICHHEM
nopobHoro poxa B PIIL3. II® BbIgenni WCHBITHIBAIOIIEH OCTPBIH
nedumut 6romkera mkone 5000 gomnapos.

Moaoaexn

OpHa U3 KpynmHeWmux npodiaeM 3apy0exkbs — OAUHOYECTBO MOJIOJEIKH.
MHorue noApOCTKH MEepecTaloT XOJUTh B LIEPKOBb, YyBCTBYS ce0sl TaM
HEHY>HBbIMHU; B IIKosie i BY3e nmpaBocnaBHBIX Apy3edl y HHUX 4acTo
HET, U MM HEPEeJIKO KaKeTcs,
4TO MX PEJIMIUsl OTAEINSET UX

oT CBEPCTHHKOB.
XapaKkTepHbIM ABISIETCS
BOIIPOC,  KOTOPbIM  4acTo
3BYYHT M3 yCT MOJIOJEKH BO
BpeMs MOJIOIEIKHBIX
KOH(EpeHLii: YTO JenaTh,
€CIM Tl COBCEM OJMH?

OOuieHne ¢ MpaBOCIaBHBIMU
CBEPCTHUKAMH HE  TOJBKO
yTellaeT HaluX JeTed H
BIIOXHOBJIIET MX OCTaThCs B
LlepkBH, HO M TIpUBIIEKATH
Tyza apyseil. IIpaBocnaBHbie
MOJIOAEKHBIE MEPOIPHSATHS
MOMOTal0T 3aBsI3bIBATh
JIOBEPHUTENbHBIE OTHOLICHHUS
CO CBEPCTHHUKAMH, HaXOIMTh
Tak HE00XOIMMYI0 UM
HOJIEPXKKY, 4yBCTBO
MPHHAIEKHOCTH K

riaobanbHOMY
NPaBOCIABHOMY COOOILECTBY,
a TaKKe MPUHUMATh AaKTUBHOE ydacTHe
B MHCCHOHEPCKHX IpOeKTax. B sTom
rogy [I® BeicTynun  CrHoHCOPOM
HECKOJIBKHX MOJIO/IEKHBIX
MEpONpPUATHH, B T.4., MPOLIEAIIErO B
utone B [lapmwke XII BcesapyGexxHoro
Cche3a MpaBOCIaBHOM MojoAeku. B
MEpONpHUATHM MNpUHsIM ydactue 150
4esoBeK, u3 Hux 120 — mpeacraBuTenn
MpaBOCJIaBHOW ~ Mojofexxu u3 23
enapxui Poccun " pycckoro
3apy0exbs, IaTh uepapxos u3 Poccun,
CILIA, ®pannuu, Ileeiinapun. Ha

P—

dioceses of Russia and the Diaspora,
as well as five hierarchs from Russia, the U.S., France, and
Switzerland. The conference included many lectures and tours to see
historical Russian places in Paris, as well as workshops where the
youth developed missionary projects to help bring others to Orthodoxy.
Projects included an Orthodox café, Orthodox television and radio
programming, a food shelter for the needy under the supervision of the
youth, and more. During the conference, the youth got to know one
another and now maintain contact. “Today I have 120 more Orthodox
brothers and sisters than before,” wrote Elena from Florida. “I will
absolutely help make sure that the youth participates in similar
conferences, getting to know one another, developing together, using
the experiences of other parishes, and passing it all along to further
generations — after all, that is the only way we can preserve
Orthodoxy!” In a letter of gratitude to the Fund for Assistance, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion, First Hierarch of ROCOR, noted that
“The work... of the conference left an indelible mark and was
spiritually uplifting for the hearts of the younger generation, inspiring
them to constructive endeavors and the bringing to fruition of the
learning they received and the projects in which they took part.”
Having been prepared to undertake tasks designed to witness
Orthodoxy to their friends, many young people have already held
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Cbe3/ie MPOBOIAMINCH MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIE
JIEKIIMM M 3KCKYPCHM MO HMCTOpHYECKMM pycckuM mectam Ilapmxka, a
TaKKe CEMHHAPBI, HA KOTOPBIX MOJIOAEKb pa3padaThiBasia MPOEKTHI 110
NPaBOCJIABHOMY NPOCBEILEHUIO CBEPCTHUKOB. BblIM paccCMOTpEHbI Takue
MPOEKTHl, Kak MpaBoCiIaBHOEe Kade, MpaBOCIaBHBIE Tele M Pajano
nporpamMMsbl, OecriaTHas — CTONOBAst Uil HY)KAQIOMUXCS — TOJ
NPEaBOAUTENLCTBOM MOJOAEKH, M T.J. 3a Bpems cbe3fa pebsra
CPOJHWIHMCh U NPOJOJDKAIT MOAAEpKHBaTh OTHOWEHUs. «Ceromns y
MeHs Ha 120 mpaBocnaBHbIX OpaTheB M cecTep Oousblle, yeM ObLIO,»
Hanucana Enena u3 ®nopunpl. «Obs3atenbHO Oyny copeiicTBOBaTh
TOMY, 4TOOBI MONOAEXKb YydyacTBOBaJa B MOJOOHBIX Che3Jax,
3HAKOMMJIACh, Pa3BUBAJIACh, MOJIB30BATACH OMBITOM APYTHX MPUXOAOB M
nepegaBana Obl €ro CleAyIOLIEMY IOKOJIEHHIO, Belb TOJbKO TaK MbI
COXpaHUM IIpaBocnasue!» B 61aro1apcTBEHHOM UCbMe
[Toneuntensckomy @oHay, BricokompeocBsieHHEHINH MHUTPOIOIUT
Wnapuon, [lepBouepapx PIIL[3 ormerun: «Pabora ...cbe3na ocraBuia
HEU3IajuMblil clell ¥ AyLIIeBHBIH TMOABEM B CEpPALAX MOJOAOro
MOKOJIEHUsI, BJIOXHOBMB HMX Ha TBOPYECKYI0 paboTy M peanu3aluio
NOJIyYeHHBIX 3HAaHUH M MpoekToB.» [loaroroBieHHble k pabore Haj
CBOMMHM MpOEKTaMu JUisi cBHAeTenbcTBa o IlpaBocmaBuu apysbswm,
MHOTHe pedsiTa yKe IpOoBeln y ce0s B MPUXOAax MPEe3eHTAUH O Che3sie
U Hayald M[POBOAUTH pabOTy CO CBepcTHUKamMH. B umcne apyrux
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presentations in their parishes about the work of the conference and
have begun working with their peers. Among other youth events
sponsored by the FFA was the Orthodox Youth Fellowship in Kursk.
Here is what the youth said about the Fellowship: “We discovered that
we were not alone, that Orthodox Russian people live throughout the
world, which for us was a great joy and moral support.” Konstantin
Trotzky (Germany). “Such
pilgrimages should be required for all
Orthodox youth living abroad, in that
it inspires you and gives you the
strength to raise your faith to a higher
level, achieving a more serious
approach to the Orthodox way of life.
Please, invite us to the next
Fellowship; we will drop everything
to come again!” Dimitri Metlenko
(Australia). “We were amazed to see
how closely our common faith and
culture tie us together, regardless of
our geographical or social
differences.” Seraphima Onophrey
(Australia)

MOJIOAEKHBIX MEPOIPHATHH, CIIOHCOPOM KOTOPhIX BhIcTymmi I1®, 66110
taxke CozpyxectBo IlpaBocnaBnoit monogexu B Kypcke. Bor, uro
TOBOPHT MOJIOJIEXKb 00 3TOM che3zie. «Mbl y3HaIU, YTO Mbl HE OJIHH, YTO
MPaBOC/IABHBIE PYCCKHE JIIOAU XKMBYT MO BCEMY MHpY, M 3TO Ul Hac
Oonbinas pagocth ¥ moxaaepxkka.» KoncrantuH Tpoukwii (I'epmanust)
«Takoe NaTOMHUYECTBO JODKHO ObITh 00s3aTeNbHBIM Ul BCEX
MPaBOCIABHBIX MOJIOZIBIX TOJIeH,
JKUBYIIUX 3arpaHuIeil, MOCKONBKY OHO
BOO/IyILIEBUT BAC U JacT

BaM CHJIbl MIOZIHSATH CBOIO Bepy Ha Ooiee
BBICOKHH YpOBeHb W o0Opectu Oornee
Cepbe3HbI TMOAX0A K 00pasy IKH3HH
NPaBOCIaBHOTO XpHCTHAHHUHA.
[loxanyiicta, mnpurjacure Hac M Ha
cnenytomee  «CoapyKectBO» — MBI
OpocuM Bce, 4TOOBI MpUEXaTh OIMATH!»
Jumutpuii Metnenko (Asctpanust) «Mbl
ObLIM TIOPAKEHBI TEM, HACKOJIBKO CHIIBHO
HAC CBS3BIBAIOT HAIIM OOIIMe Bepa H
KyJbTYypa, HE3aBHCHMO oT
reorpauyeckux U ObITOBBIX Pa3IHYUiL.»
Cepadpuma OHodpeii (ABCTpass).

Clergy Support

Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov

In 2011, tragedy struck the family of Priest Sergei Sveshnikov, famous
clergyman and author — his matushka Elizabeth, a former athlete and
mother of three, was in dire need of an operation, without which she
might have lost her ability to walk: an earlier trauma was finally
causing the femoral head of her thigh bone to begin disintegrating. The
family, as is the case with many families of ROCOR clergy, had no
medical insurance. The Sveshnikovs would
not have been able to cover the costs
(~$45,000) of operation and recovery. The
Fund for Assistance came to the rescue. Fr.
Sergei elaborates: This situation turned out
bittersweet. Sweet because people truly
responded in a way I did not expect. All of
our medical bills were fully covered by the
donations. Bitter because this situation
should never have taken place. This
scenario might never have occurred if our
clergy had basic medical coverage. The
Fund for Assistance replied surprisingly
quickly. One of my acquaintances wrote
about our dilemma on the Internet; this
wasn't something I asked her to do, but
something she did of her own volition,
wanting to help in whatever way possible.
Literally the following day, the Fund for Assistance contacted me to
offer help. This stunned me, because, although I knew that the Fund
existed, that we collected donations for it, somehow it always seemed
like something far-off, something that didn't affect us. And here, all of
a sudden, not only does it affect us, not only were they offering to help,
but they were offering it on their own initiative, having seen it
themselves, heard it themselves, read about it themselves, gotten in
touch with us themselves and offered to help. This demonstrated to me
that the Fund for Assistance truly cares for the needs of the Russian
Orthodox Church, not as some bureaucratic organization, but with their
whole heart and soul. This was just wonderful, and I immediately
began to feel better. Instead of thinking that we were all alone and
worrying about what we were going to do, suddenly we saw that we
were not alone, and that people were offering to help. As it turned out,
we received more money than we needed. I returned the remainder to
the Fund for Assistance and asked that they donate the money to help
clergy in need.

May the Lord bless you for your kindness and generosity.

Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov
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IToMomp AyXoBeHCTBY

O. Ceprnii CBemIHHKOB

B 2011 r. B cembe wuepes Ceprus CBemHHKOBa — H3BECTHOIO
CBSIIIEHHWKAa M THcaTtens — ciyuwiach Oema — Marymke Enuzasere,
ObIBIIEll CIIOpPTCMEHKE, MaTepy TPOMX JeTeH, CpoYHO TpeboBaach
omneparys, 6e3 KOTopoii oHa B CBOM 35 JIET MOIJIa OCTaThCsl MHBATHIOM:
OT JaBHeil TpaBMbl Hayana KPOLIMTHCS TOJOBKA OeJpeHHOH KOCTH.
MeanUMHCKOH CTPaxoOBKM y CeMbH, KaKk M y OonbIIOro uucnia
nyxoseHcTsa PIIL[3 He Obu10. OmuiaTuTh onepauuio u
neyenue (oxomno 45 000 momnapoB) CBEIIHUKOBEI ObI
He cmormu. Ha  BEIpyuky cembe  HpHIIEN
Ioneunrtensckuiit @ona. O.Cepruii KOMMEHTHpYET
cUTyanuio. «37ech CHTyalus — TOpPbKO-ClIajKas
nomyuunace. Crnaakas —TOTOMy-4TO, JeHCTBUTEIBHO,
JIIOJM TaK OTKIMKHYJIUCh, KaK 5 JaKe U HE OXKMAA.
Bce wmeaunuHCKME pacXoibl  OBUIM  TOKPHITHI
TMIOJTHOCTBIO TOXXEPTBOBAHMAMHU. ['Opbkasi — moToMy-
YTO 3TOH CHUTyaluu BoOOLIE HE MODKHO ObLIO ObI
ObITh. Best 9Ta cutyanus Moria Obl He CyIIeCTBOBATh,
eciu Obl y JyXOBEHCTBa Obula Obl HOpMalbHAs
MeauuuHCKas crpaxoBka. «[lomeuntenbckuii (GoHI
OTBETHJI JJaXKe yAMBHUTEIBbHO ObICTpo. OHA M3 MOUX
3HAKOMBIX Hamucana O Halleld CHTyanuu Ha
HHurepHeTe, mpuyeM s ee mucath 00 3TOM HE MPOCHII,
a OHa MPOCTO

Hamucaaa U3 CBOMX JIMYHBIX TMOOYKAEHHMH, cCTapasich
Kak-TO MoMo4b. BykBanbHO Ha cienyromuii aeHs [lomeuntenbckuii
@®oHn mpeIokUaI MHE Nomomb. JIns MeHs 310 ObUIO MPOCTO
LIOKUpYIoIle, MoToMy-uto, 4Tto [lomeunrensckuiit ®PoH — rze-TO
CYILECTBYET, Mbl HA HEr0 coOMpaeM, HO 3TO BCE I/Ie-TO JANEKO U K HaM
He OTHOCHUTCS. A TyT, BIpYr, HE TOJBKO OTHOCHTCS, HE TOJIBKO
npeiaraloT MOMOIlb, HO CaMU MNpeJiaraloT — CaMM YBHAENH, CaMu
yCHBIIIANK, CaMU T[JIe-TO MPOYUTANM, CaMU CBS3QJIUCh M CaMH
NpeUIOKUIH. DTO NEeHCTBUTENBHO MOKasbiBaeT, 4yto Ilomeunrtenbekuit
®onp nMeHHo 3abotuTcs o Hyxaax Pycckoii [IpaBocnaBHoii Llepksu, He
KaK Kakas-To OHopoKpaTHyecKkass OpraHu3alysi, a MMEHHO OT JIyIIH, OT
BCEro cepAua. 1o ObIIO MPOCTO OYEHb MPHUITHO M CPa3y CTAJO TETIee.
Bmecto Toro, 4to0sl Iymarh, YTO BOT, MBI TYT OJHH, M KaK Ham 3Ty
CUTyallulo pemiaTh, BAPYT OKa3aloCh, YTO Mbl HE OJHH M YTO JIHOJM
npeznaraioT nomouib. S BepHyn ocratok Iloneuntensckomy PoHIy M
MOMPOCUJI ~ HMX  HCHONb30BaTh  CPEJACTBA,  4YTOOBI  MOMOrath
Hy’)XKAaromemycsi ayxoBeHcTBy. Jla GmarocioBuT Bac ['ocmoap 3a Bamry
J00pOTYy | IEeapOCTh!

Bo Xpucre,

0. Cepruii CBEILIHUKOBY»
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Fr. George Lardas

Misfortunes and pitfalls beset us all. That is why are glad to be able to
help any good clergyman who has fallen on hard times. We had an
opportunity to help the family of Archpriest George Lardas, a beloved
priest who has dedicated many years to serving the Church. A priest
never serves alone: on his difficult path he is supported and aided by
those at home: his wife and children who also sacrifice much on this
difficult path. Fr. George, over the course of 23 years of priestly
service, has lost more than one job. His family often found itself in debt
and was losing hope. Fr. George’s Matushka, well-known ROCOR
orator and author Ann Lardas, spoke about the help they received from
the FFA, and shared some thoughts about life as a matushka. “Fr.
George’s hearing aid stopped working, and we couldn’t afford new
ones, and we do not have health insurance. The Fund for Assistance
gave us money to reprogram a pair that he had been given by
somebody. A lot of people in our parish didn’t know that Batushka was
hearing out of only one ear. One doesn’t want to burden people. When
you’re in church, you want to talk about the Gospel, and not your bank
account.”

Fr. Evgenij Sapronov

FFA’s aid to clergy extends abroad as well. Father Evgenij Sapronov, a
retired priest who served in France, was being treated for cancer, and his
insurance did not cover all the costs. This put financial strain on the
family with three children, two of whom are still students. Furthermore,
there was a threat he would not be able to continue with chemotherapy.
Thanks to aid received from the FFA, he was able to continue receiving
necessary care.

Holy Cross Monastery in West Virginia
Despite running a farm that helps to feed the brethren and a business
which produces incense and handcrafted bath-and-body products, the
monastery which is home to over 20
monks and novices was
experiencing extreme financial
difficulty due to its rapid growth. At
one point the monastery had $300 in
their checking account. Your
generous response moved the
monastery from "survival mode" to
a position of stability, and can
ensure that the monks of Holy Cross
Monastery remain in a position to
serve the Church as a haven of
salvation for aspiring monastics and
pilgrims from every canonical
jurisdiction in America.

For more details and other news,
please visit our site at

www. fundforassistance.org

O. I'eopruii Jlapnac

3a 23 ropja CBAIIEHHMYECKOrO CiIy>KeHHs nportouepeil I'eopruit
Jlapnac mortepsi He OOHO paboyee MECTO — CIMIIKOM YacTo
NpUXOAWIOCH OpaThb BpeMss ¢ paboTel, 4YTOOBI COBEpLIATH
OorocmykeHHs W OKOPMJIATH NpuxoxaH. Ero cembs 4yacro
OKa3bIBajach KPyroM B JJOJrax M Teprena Hyxay. Hike, matymika o.
['eoprus, w3BectHbiii B kpyrax PIIL[3 opatop u mnmcarens, AHHa
Jlapnac pacckasbiBaer o ToMm, kak uM nomor [I®. «VY o. ['eoprus
CcIIOMaJIcsl CITyXOBOM armapar, Mbl He MOTJIH ce0e MO3BOJUTh KYIHTh
HOBBIf, a MeJ. CTpaxoBKM y Hac HeT. bnaromaps mnomolnu
[ToneunTensCcTBa MBI CMOIJIM  MEPENPOrPAMMHUPOBATH  CIIyXOBOW
anmnapar, KOTOpbIi HaM J1ajiy 3HaKOMBIE.

MHorue npuxokaHe He 3HaIM, YTO OaTIOIIKAa CIBILAT TOJBKO Ha
omHo yxo. He xouwercs mnepebpackiBaTh CBOM MpoOJeMbl Ha
NPUXOXKaH, ¢ HUMH XOd4eTcs roBoputh o EBanrenmu, a HE 0
(huHAHCOBBIX TpOOIEMax.»

O. EBrennii Canponos

@DOoHJ1 TOMOTaeT U AyXOBEHCTBY 3a pybexxom. O. EBrenmii
CanpoHOB — CBSILLEHHUK, CIIY)KMBILIMA 10 BBIX0/1a HA IEHCUIO BO
®paH1yK — MPOXOAUT JeUeHHe OT paka. Men. cTpaxoBka He
MOKPBLIA BCE PACX0/bl U (PMHAHCOBOE OpeMsl JIETIIO Ha IJIEYH CEMbH,
rae 3 aereit — ctyeHTbl. Kpome Toro, ObUTH OMaceHusl, 4YTO CEMbs
HE CMOXKET OIJIaTUTh MOBTOPHBIM Kypc XMMHUOTepanuu. biaronaps
nomoty Poxpa, o.EBrenuii cMor npofomkuTh Kypce JTe4eHus..

KpecToBo3aBmkeHcKHi MOHACTBIPH B IIT. 3anagHas Buprxkuans
HecmoTtpst Ha Haymuue B MOHACTBIPE (epMBbl, OT KOTOPOH KOPMHUTCS
Opatus, u GU3HEca MO MPOU3BOJICTBY JIaJiaHa U MPOAYKTOB Ul yXo/a
32 TeIOM, CTPEMHTENbHBI pOCT
oOuTenu mpHuBeN K Cepbe3HEHIIUM
(uHAHCOBBIM  3aTpyJHeHusM. B
OJHO BpeMsi Ha MOHACTHIPCKOM
cuetry Obuto Bcero 300 mommapos.
bnaronaps OTKJIUKY HaImX
JKEpPTBOBATeNeH, MOHACTBIPb CMOT'
MEPEHTH OT «PEXUMa BEDKMBAHUS» K
cTabuibHOCTH, Onarojaps 4emy
OBLIO  COXpaHEHO  CHACHTEIbHOE
yOexuiie Kak IS CTpeMsIIUXCs
NPUHATH TOCTPUr, Tak W s
MaJIOMHUKOB CO BCEX KaHOHMYECKHX
IOPUCIUKIMNA AMEPUKH.
IlogpoOHOoCcTHM M Apyrue HOBOCTH
CM. Ha HalleM Bed-caiiTe

www. fundforassistance.org
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FUND FOR ASSISTANCE

to the RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

OUTSIDE RUSSIA
75 East 93rd Street
New York, NY 10128-1390 USA

Help us help others

In 2011 the Fund for Assistance was obliged on more than one
occasion to delve into its operating account in order to help those
in need. We ask your support not only in achieving our stated
goals, but also in supporting the Fund for Assistance itself, so that
we might continue to work for the benefit of our Church.

Volunteer work in the Fund for Assistance

We are in need of assistance in disseminating information on our
work, collecting funds, writing articles, conducting interviews,
translating and editing documents, photography, programming, and
general day-to-day operations. Help us help ROCOR! Together we
can accomplish much!

For more information, please contact Alena Plavsi¢ by phone at
917-817-2925

Our Promise

Your money — your decision: 100% of donations will be allocated
as per the donor’s request.

Help us save money on paper: sign up for our e-mail updates on
our website!

Thank you for your support!
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ITomorure HaM momMoraTh Apyrum

B 2011 r. INoneuntensckuit ®oHI HEe pa3 BHIAEISUI CPEACTBA AJIS
MOMOLIY HY’KIAIOLIUMCS U3 CBOEr0 OOLIEro cuera, U3 KOTOPOro MBI
MOKpBIBaeM Heus0exHble pacxojsl. [Ipocum Bac nommepxkath He
TOJIbKO yKa3aHHbIE BBILLIE LeJIH, HO U MoiepKaTh [loneunTenbekuii
®oHJ1, 9yTOOBI MBI MOTJIM MPOAOJDKATh paboTarh Ha 0Jaro Hamei
Lepksu.

JlobpoBoabHas pabora B [loneunTesncTBe

Ham Hy)xHa moMolIb B pacnpocTpaHeHWH MH(OPMALMH O Halen
JIeATENIbHOCTH, cOOpe Cpe[CTB, HANWCAHWUM CTaTel, MpPOBEACHUH
HUHTEPBBIO, nepeBojax, penaxiuu, tdororpadumu,
NpPOrpaMMHPOBAHHY, @ TAKXKE B HALIEH €XEAHEBHOH AeATeIbHOCTH.
[Tomorute Ham mnomoub PIII[3! Bmecte MBI MOXXEM MHOTOro
nocruus! MH(OpMaLuo MOXKHO Moiy4uTs y Asensl [lnaBumy mo
Ten. 917-817-2925

OobsizareancTBo [loneunTtennckoro ®@onaa

Baumm pensru — Bam BbiOop: 100% Bammx mnoxepTBoBaHMi
pacnpeensoTCcs CTPOro Mo Ha3HAYEHUIO IOHOPA.

ITomorute HaM COKOHOMMTb CPEICTBA Ha Oymare: MOANUIINTECH HA
HalllM JIEKTPOHHbIE PACCBUIKH Ha HallleM caiite!

bnarogapum Bac 3a nogaepxky!
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