
Dear friend, 

 

I am deeply grateful to share with you this report of what your kindness has 
accomplished for ROCOR Missions around the world. 

It has been a blessing to work together with you so that our Church may 
remain strong, vulnerable members may be cared for, and the light of Orthodoxy may 
continue to shine — even in places where life is difficult and resources are few. 

Because of you, families in Pakistan were fed during the Nativity Fast.  
Because of you, a small monastery in Mexico kept its doors open. 
Because of you, roofs were repaired and hope was restored in Jamaica after the 
storm. 
Because of you, seminarians in Jordanville continue preparing for the priesthood. 
Because of you, the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in the Holy Land received 
reinforcement in a time of war. 
Because of you, youth gathered for St. Herman’s Conference to pray, learn, and 
grow. 
Because of you, a faithful matushka — newly widowed — was not left alone. 
Because of you, children in Ukraine celebrated a brighter Nativity. 

It would have been impossible without you. 

One family at a time. 
One parish at a time. 
One future priest at a time. 

Thank you for strengthening the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
through your faithful generosity. 

In Christ, 
Your grateful friend, 

Mark Selawry 
FFA President 

Pakistan: A Mission Sustained By Your Love 

With the blessing of our Metropolitan, our Orthodox mission in Pakistan 
continues to move forward with faith and hope. Since 2012, believers there have been 



doing their best to live an Orthodox Christian life in a country where Christians are a 
small minority. 

During the Nativity Fast this year, your kindness fed 160 families! Thanks to 
you, 80 families at the Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco Mission in 
Faisalabad, and 75 families at the Saint Michael the Archangel Mission in Sargodha, 
received much-needed rations. For these families, this was a true blessing.  

Life is very hard for many of our faithful in Pakistan. Some work long days for 
very little pay, often in brick kilns or for Muslim landlords. Still, they hold fast to their 
faith and are so grateful for your love and assistance. 

Because of you, the mission did not give up. You helped feed the hungry, care 
for the poor, and remind our brothers and sisters that they are not alone. 

Thank you for making this possible. Your love reached farther than you know. 

 

Mexico: How Your Kindness Lifted a Heavy Burden 

Last year, you showed deep love to one very tired priest—and to everyone he 
serves. 

Schema-Archimandrite Nektariy, abbot of Holy Trinity Monastery in Mexico 
City, carries a huge load. He serves immigrants, families in crisis, victims of abuse, and 
the sick. His monastery is small, poor, and always at risk. Still, people keep coming, 
because they know Father will never turn them away. 

When we asked for help to cover the monastery’s rent, you responded with 
open hearts. We hoped to raise $35,000, and thanks to you, $33,000 was collected. 
This is a wonderful result, and we are deeply grateful, and so is Fr Nektariy.  

Because of you, the monastery is open, hundreds of people receive the blessing 
of Fr Nektariy’s love and wisdom. All thanks to you.  

Life is still very hard. Father works long hours—often 14 hours a day—at 
outside jobs just to pay rent. His health is poor, and medical bills are high. Rent is 
raised often. Yet even now, when someone comes needing help, Father nevers says 
no. 

Your gift mattered more than numbers. You stepped in when Father felt afraid 
he could not go on. You reminded him that he is not alone. 



Thank you for coming to the rescue—again. 

 

Jamaica: How You Helped Families Start Again 

After Hurricane Melissa, life changed overnight for many families at St. Moses 
the Black Orthodox Church in Falmouth. Homes were torn apart. Roofs were 
ripped away. Families ran for safety with nothing but their lives. 

But thanks to you, help arrived quickly. 

Right away, relief packages were shared with parishioners, enquirers, and 
catechumens across several communities. Thanks to your gifts through the Fund for 
Assistance, many repairs have already been completed.  

Maureen, a catechumen, and her two daughters, Simone and Kimone, lost 
everything. Their zinc roof lifted off first. Then their plywood home collapsed. 
During the storm, three families hid together in a small concrete bathroom. By God’s 
mercy, they survived. Because of you, Maureen and her family received funds to buy 
building materials and basic furniture so they can begin again. 

Other families were helped too: 

• Mr. Paul Burns, an elderly mechanic, lost the roof of his home. 
• Mr. Franklin Brown, a young farmer and father, lost his roof and was forced 

to move in with relatives. 
• Mr. Sheldon Birthfield, a small business owner and father of three, fled from 

one unsafe shelter to another. 
• Ms. Jodi-Ann Mowatt had her home flooded and lost many belongings. 
• Ms. Lisa Plummer, a police officer, saw her roof blown off and her home 

badly damaged. 

Because of your kindness, each of these families received help to repair roofs, 
replace doors, and begin restoring what was lost. 

You didn’t just give money. 
You gave safety. 
You gave shelter. 
You gave hope. 

Thank you for standing with our brothers and sisters in Jamaica when they 
needed it most. 



Because of your generosity, $11,835 was collected. With the $10,000 
matching gift from the Fund for Assistance, the mission in Jamaica received $21,835 
in total. Your gifts are repairing roofs and doors. They are providing food, clean 
water, and medicine. Most of all, they are helping families feel safe again. 

Thank you for showing mercy to your suffering neighbors.  

 

Jordanville: Equipping Our Future Priests for Spiritual Battles 

For several years now, you have helped fund seminary scholarships for well-
deserving students preparing to serve the Church. These Masters of Divinity 
scholarships are awarded carefully —and they matter more than you may ever know. 

The Master of Divinity program exists to prepare future priests and 
Church leaders for faithful, skilled service in the Orthodox Church. 

Through strong academic study and hands-on pastoral training, the program 
forms men who can serve well in parishes, ministries, and teaching—rooted firmly in 
the Russian Orthodox Christian tradition and ready to meet the real needs of the 
Church. 

One of those students is Fr. Nicholas Wildman, now in his second year of 
the M.Div. program. He came from Tennessee and was ordained both deacon and 
priest at the monastery this past year. While studying full-time, he also serves the 
monastery and has been helping a parish in Utica, New York, during a time of real 
need. 

This is exactly what your generosity makes possible: students who study, serve, 
and step in to help—even before they graduate. 

The Master of Divinity program prepares future priests and leaders with strong 
faith, deep learning, and a heart for service. Because of you, these men can focus on 
becoming good pastors for the Church. 

Thank you for investing in the future. Your support is already bearing fruit. 

 

You Brought Reinforcements for the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission 



While most of us go about our daily routines in peace and safety, our monastic 
brothers and sisters in the Holy Land continue a different kind of work — a quiet, 
steady spiritual battle for all of us and for the future of the Church. 

Yet today, that spiritual labor is made heavier by very earthly burdens. War and 
violence have cut off their primary source of support. Pilgrims no longer fill the 
churches. In fact, when my colleague Nikolay returned from his nineteenth annual 
visit to the Holy Land, he reported something he had never seen before: not a single 
pilgrim. 

And still, the prayers continue. 

Because of you. 

Your generosity — more than $25,000 raised for the Russian Ecclesiastical 
Mission — is not simply a donation. It is reinforcement. It is food, light, stability. It is 
hope in a time of isolation. 

While we live without bombs overhead and with full grocery shelves, they 
remain steadfast in prayer for us and for the whole world. Thank you for standing 
with them. Thank you for strengthening the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in the 
Holy Land. Your gift truly makes a difference. 

St Herman’s: An Investment That Echoes for Decades 

What happens when young people are given space to pray deeply, ask honest 
questions, and encounter living examples of faith? 

Lives are shaped. 

At this year’s St. Herman Conferences, youth from across the country gathered 
for days centered on Divine Services, Confession, Communion, and spiritual 
instruction. They venerated wonderworking icons. They heard moving reflections on 
holiness, on the legacy of the Russian Church Abroad, and on the spiritual dangers of 
modern technologies like artificial intelligence. They discussed, reflected, and wrestled 
seriously with what it means to live as Orthodox Christians today. 

At Camp Mohawk, participants welcomed the New Year not with noise, but 
with Vigil and Divine Liturgy — singing together in one choir. In Albany, hundreds 
of young people stood before the Hawaiian Iveron and Kursk Root Icons, receiving 
blessing and guidance from their hierarchs. 

None of this is possible without faithful benefactors. 



Your support makes these gatherings accessible. It provides meals, lodging, 
speakers, and sacred space. More than that, it makes possible encounters with Christ 
that may guide these young people for the rest of their lives. 

Thank you for believing in them — and for strengthening the future of our Church. 

 

How You Answered the Call for a Matushka in Need 

When we wrote to you about Matushka Natasha Kotar, it was with a heavy 
heart. After 25 years of faithful service beside her husband, Fr. Alexei, she lost not 
only her soulmate — but also her home, income, and security. 

We hoped to raise $15,000 to help her through those first overwhelming 
months. 

You did far more. 

Because of your generosity, $32,478 was raised — more than double the 
original goal. Your compassion ensured that Matushka Natasha could meet her most 
pressing expenses without fear. At her darkest hour, you stepped forward. You bore 
her burden. You fulfilled the law of Christ. 

But your kindness did not stop there. 

Your gifts have made it possible to establish a small fund to assist other clergy 
widows who find themselves in similar circumstances — women who have quietly 
given their whole lives to the Church and are often left with little when their husbands 
fall asleep in the Lord. 

Thank you for remembering our matushkas. Thank you for honoring their 
sacrifice. And thank you for loving our Church not only in words — but in action. 

 

Ukraine: You Made Nativity Joyful for Dozens of Families 

The most recent cause we brought to you was for suffering children in Ukraine. 
Fr. Sergiy of the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church had asked for $4,000 to 
provide help for families in desperate need. 

You responded with extraordinary generosity. 



Instead of $4,000, you gave $7,974. 

Although I have not yet received a full report back from Fr. Sergiy, I know that 
your gifts were placed directly into the hands of the children and their families. 
Because of you, this feast day was brighter. There was relief where there had been 
anxiety. There was joy in homes that have known far too much uncertainty. 

Thank you for opening your hearts so quickly and so fully. You have brought 
comfort and hope to dozens of suffering families — and reminded them that they are 
not forgotten. 

Patrick’s Will says a lot about him. What does yours say about you? 

A few years ago, a wonderful man named Patrick (William) Brien, from Somerville, 
NJ, left a bequest for the Fund for Assistance before he went to be with God. 

 
Seven years later, Patrick’s bequest to the Fund for Assistance is helping to 

shape the history of our whole Church. It is thanks to remarkable persons such as 
Patrick that the Fund for Assistance is able to continue its important work – vitally helping 
hundreds of our Church members, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and making our 
Church stronger year by year. 

In fact, some of the things in this newsletter were accomplished thanks to the funds 
Patrick left us. 

 
Order your free bequest guide today to see how easy it is to leave a gift that will strengthen 
your Church for generations to come. Call us at 917-817-2925 or e-mail 
info@fundforassistance.org  

 

Thank you so much for reading.  
May the Lord bless you richly for everything you do daily for our Holy Church.  
 

 

Mark Selawry  
Fund for Assistance to ROCOR 
President 

mailto:info@fundforassistance.org


 



 

 

 

 

 

 


